Nancy Beer Tobin Biography

Nancy Beer Tobin is the Founder of The Tabard Group, a consulting firm formed in December 2007, whose primary focus is to develop and implement strategies on behalf of corporations, foundations and nonprofits that are committed to investing in meaningful connections across sectors.

It was the discovery of a quote by Mary Oliver, a poet, who asked in ³The Summer Day,² ³What is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?² that fundamentally inspired Nancy to form The Tabard Group.

Nancy is a 1980 graduate of Cornell¹s School of Human Ecology where she majored in Communication Arts and Public Policy.  Upon graduation, she headed to New York City to pursue her interest in economic development.

Four years of work, both for the State Legislative Branch and then the City of New York gave Nancy an opportunity to understand the fundamental aspects of policy in action.  She was advised to pursue an advanced degree and headed to Harvard¹s Kennedy School of Government where she received a Masters in Public Policy in 1984.

Nancy has always shown a passion and curiosity with regard to the intersection between the public and private sectors.  Deciding to work on Wall Street as an investment banker in the area of municipal finance was an obvious next step after graduating from Harvard.  This experience led to years of work in the area of finance, with a focus on infrastructure and transportation, economic development and education.

Since her initial years in New York City and Boston, with a few other moves, including living in Brussels and Kansas City, Nancy is now settled in Washington, DC.  Her decades of experience in strategic planning, business development, project and policy analysis and organizational leadership in both the corporate and nonprofit sectors enables her to be an effective facilitator, team builder and troubleshooter.  She uses her forward thinking approach to bring change, while paying close attention to desired outcomes and possible obstacles.

In addition her independent consulting work, Nancy also spent over two years as a Business Development Manager with BoardSource, the lead advocate and resource for nonprofit board members and executives on governance issues.

Together with this work, Nancy has served on multiple nonprofit boards and is an active parent in her children¹s schools.  She also enjoys tennis, biking, travel, reading and cooking.

