About the Panelists:

Ari Swiller ’91, Co-Founder/Principal - Renewable Resources Group
Ari is co-founder of the Renewable Resources Group (RRG).  RRG combines extensive experience and skills in both the water and renewable energy project development areas and the understanding of the intersections between these two sectors.  Prior to founding RRG in 2003, Swiller was a Principal in The Yucaipa Companies, a private equity firm focused on retail, distribution and logistics companies; he managed its board of advisors which includes former President Bill Clinton and former Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Henry Cisneros.  He served as Vice President of External Affairs at Ralphs Grocery Company (a Yucaipa portfolio company now merged into The Kroger Co.) and Executive Director of The Ralphs/Food4Less Foundation. Swiller serves on the board of rfXcel Corporation, which develops supply chain performance improvement software. He is on the Board of the Los Angeles Conservation Corps, the Miguel Contreras Foundation and MillionTrees Los Angeles.  Swiller earned a BA from Cornell University.

David Stern ‘91, Venture Partner, Clearstone Venture Partners
David Stern is a Venture Partner at Clearstone where he focuses on developing early stage investment opportunities at the intersection of consumer technology and media.

Prior to Clearstone, Stern was President of M Networks, an educational media company focused on providing practical business technology education to small businesses and entrepreneurs. Previous to founding M Networks, Stern was a licensing lawyer, a business development executive at Universal Studios, an entrepreneur at the idealab! family of companies, and has held management positions at leading health care software companies Veranto and Model N. 

Stern is a graduate of Cornell University and the University of San Diego School of Law. He sits as an advisor or board member of Clearstone portfolio companies SoonR, Rubicon Project and Spock Networks. 

Mark Yung ’96, Senior Investment Executive, Orchard Capital

Mark Yung is a Senior Investment Executive at Orchard Capital.  Orchard Capital is a management oriented investment firm focused on early stage and mature businesses undergoing dramatic transitions either operationally or financially.  Yung currently acts as a board member of Polymer Plainfield.  Prior to joining Orchard Capital, Yung was a Senior Vice President in the Corporate Strategy and M&A groups of Citigroup and ABN AMRO.  Prior to his corporate strategy roles, he was an investment professional at JPMorgan Partners (“JPMP”).  At JPMP, Yung focused on venture capital, growth equity and buyout transactions in Latin America and acted as board member for various emerging companies in the region.  Yung holds a BA from Cornell University and a MBA from INSEAD.
